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Old Road Dinner Train's “whodunit” a fun and nearby entertainment destination!
July 09. 2008 5:12PM
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Evening News photo by ALEX STAWINSKI 

Nick and Veronica Fasciana, of Toledo, share a laugh while aboard the the Old Road Dinner Train, celebrating their first wedding anniversary, June 28. Passengers aboard the train had a five-course meal during the murder mystery theater performance. 

BLISSFIELD - Nick and Veronica Fasciana of Toledo were looking for something different to do for their first anniversary.

"We thought about going on a cruise, but decided to do something local instead," Mr. Fasciana said during the trip aboard the Murder Mystery Dinner Train June 28. 

"It makes a good date. We'll probably go out dancing afterward," he said.

"It is a unique night out for adults. It's a murder mystery but it's mostly based on comedy," said Todd Boyer, public relations director for the Old Road Dinner Train. 

"We see a lot of repeat customers. They usually come back with a group of friends," he said.

The three-hour ride includes a five-course meal and a murder mystery show performed by the Actors' Company. 

The show is rated PG-13 for adult-oriented humor.

Tables set for four people are arranged on each side of the car. 

The 12-mile round trip train ride through the Blissfield area, at a speed of 5 mph, begins with customers receiving the first round of food, while the actors begin their show. 

Since the first of the year, the Murder Mystery Dinner Train has seen an increase of customers. Manager Dawn Pape attributes it to the poor economy.

"Instead of traveling, I think people are looking for things to do closer to home," she said. 

According to Mr. Boyer, 60 percent of customers are from Michigan, 30 percent from Ohio and 5 percent from Indiana. 

"We get people from all over the United States, mainly because they're visiting family or friends who live in this area. Last year, we had passengers who lived in 45 of the 50 states," he said. 

"We get a lot of Monroe residents. We see a lot of people from the lower half of Michigan," he said.

While many people come for the sumptuous meal, most people enjoy the interactive entertainment. 

At the June 28 show, two of the three available train cars were full. The train's capacity is about 170 people. Since there are multiple cars, the actors perform the show simultaneously. 

"When the train is full, we are doing three shows at once," said actress Paulette Stepp. "Tonight we only had to do two. We have been performing for so long together, it's pretty much routine for us." 

They perform four different shows a year and choose a different "killer" for each show. Most of the show is improvisation by the actors. A major part of the comedy is the interaction with the crowd. 

"We go with the crowd. The audience can surprise you. You can tell in the first five minutes if they're willing to go along or are a little more uptight," said actress Amy Scott after the show. 

"We usually have a great audience. They're here to be entertained and have a good time. The crowd tonight was great. They were really into it and were a lot of fun," she said.

Tina St. Andre of Newport, who was the target of some jokes, enjoyed the interactive experience. 

"I loved all of it … the food and the show," said Mrs. St. Andre, whose parents (T.J. and Glynda Aderhold of Newport) and mother-in-law (Charlotte Riley of Newport) also joined her and husband on the train.

"I will definitely do this again. I will be back."

- Michelle Swartz
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Get your tickets 

July 09. 2008 5:09PM
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Evening News photo by ALEX STAWINSKI

Philip Russo, passenger and freight conductor aboard the Old Road Dinner Train, on the Adrian & Blissfield Rail Road, in Blissfield, June 28. 

What: Old Road Dinner Train. Five-course meal and a murder mystery.

When: 7 p.m. every Saturday year-round; selected Fridays and Sundays. Trip is about three hours

Tickets: $69.95, includes train ride, murder mystery, dinner and taxes. Cash bar available.

Where: Adrian & Blissfield Rail Road station, US-223 and Depot St., Blissfield.

How to get there: Take US-23 south and get off at Exit 5 (US-223). Go west (right) on US-223. The depot is located about 10 miles west from the exit. 

The meal: Cheese and crackers; soup; salad; entree choice of prime rib, chicken marsala or fish; dessert. 

The play: Presented by the Actors' Company, an interactive murder mystery involving audience members. 

Other details: No smoking allowed. Other trips: Besides the Murder Mystery Dinner Train, family-oriented excursions also are available. The Old Road Dinner Train is hosting a Family Picnic Train July 27 and a Family Pizza Train Aug. 22. The picnic train includes traditional picnic food during a two-hour train ride. Also, a Summer Wine Train is scheduled to depart Friday. It includes a five-course meal and vintage from the Pentamere Winery of Tecumseh.

More information: (888) GO-RAIL-1; www.oldroaddinnertrain.com.
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All aboard for fun, food, mystery!
by Michelle Swartz , July 09. 2008 5:10PM
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Evening News photo by ALEX STAWINSKI 
Old Road Dinner Train actor, Paulette Stepp, shares a laugh with T.J. Aderhold and his wife, Glynda, of Newport, during the murder mystery performance aboard the Adrian & Blissfield Railroad, in Blissfield, June 28.

BLISSFIELD -Tony and Tina St. Andre found themselves in the middle of a murder investigation when celebrating their 11th wedding anniversary.

But they couldn't have been happier. 

"It was great. I loved it," said Mrs. St. Andre of Newport. The couple aren't morbid. They were passengers aboard the Old Road Dinner Train in Blissfield, the stage for the fictional murder mystery.

The Actors' Company plays out the story weekly as the train takes its audience on a three-hour ride that includes a five-course meal. Audience members aren't just bystanders to this murder. They're part of the cast.

On this particular night, June 28, the riders were transported to the "Heartbreak Hotel," a new Las Vegas hotel, owned by Howie Cheatum, played by a participant in the crowd.  It seems Howie wasn't well liked, as each actor testifies, telling the story of how each knew him and why he or she didn't particularly like him.

In a not-so-subtle way, they go as far as saying they would like to see Howie dead and eventually Howie is poisoned. The passenger, who volunteered to play the Howie character, doubles as Howie's twin brother, Dewey Cheatum, who also has motive to kill him. 

The plot thickens when each character gives Howie something to eat and someone even provides mysterious massage oil. Throughout the show, the actors take turns visiting the train car. One by one, they come into the car and improvise with the dinner guests. At the end of the show, all four actors come together and deny killing Howie.  One of the troupe members, EZ Ryder, who says she has the most "CSI"-watching experience, carefully eliminates the suspects one by one….but you will have to come along on the ride to find out exactly what happened to Howie Cheatum!

The cast included Diana Fields Sell, playing EZ Ryder; Tracy Hissong, as Bong-Go the Clown, Paulette Stepp, as Lulu, and Amy Scott, as Angel Deathino. A fifth cast member, who didn't perform that night, is Lori MacDonald.

Contact information for the Blissfield Murder Mystery Dinner Train:
Call 888-GO-RAIL-1 or visit them at: www.murdermysterytrain.com
For information on the Lenawee County area: www.visitlenawee.com
